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In response to Ae office action mailed September 8, 2004, the applicant provisionally elects, 
with traverse, flie invention of group I for examination at this time, with restriction to claims 1-24, 
33-37 and 62-67. 

The restriction requirement is traversed on the grounds that it would not impose a "serious 
burden" upon the examiner for him to examine all of the claimB of record at this time. The Manual 
of Examining Procedure, section 803, states: 

If the search and examination of an entire application can be made without serious 

burden, the examiner must examine it on the merits, even though it includes claims 

to independent or distinct inventions. 

The features of the claims in groups n and m overlap with features of the claims in Group 
I to such an extent that, m order to conduct a proper examination of the claims of group I, the 
examiner is obliged to conduct a search in respect of the features of the claims of Groups I and H. 

Moreover, it is submitted that the inventions of Groups I, E and m ate related in that all of 
the claims of record relate to audio distribution units. Thus, the voice distribution features are 
provided within the context of an audio distribution unit and what the examiner calls "multiple 
channel audio distribution" is provided within the context of an audio distribution unit. It will be 
appreciated that such audio distribution units typically distribute audio signals to diffeirat rooms in 
a building, such as a house. 



Class 704, subclass 200 is for DATA PROCESSING: SPEECH SIGNAL PROCESSING, 
LINGUISTICS, LANGUAGE TRANSLATION, AND AUDIO 

COMPRESSION/DECOMPRESSION. It is questioned whether this subclass is pertinent to any of 
the three ''inventions" identified by the examiner. If, indeed, it is pertinent to any of them, however, 
it is pertinent to all of them. If the examiner considers it necessary to search in tins class for the 
features of claims 25^32 and 56^62. it follows that he must search in this class for those same 
features when they appear in claims 1-24, 33-37 and 62-67. 

Regarding the claims of Group m, Class 381 is for ELECTRICAL AUDIO SIGNAL 
PROCESSING SYSTEMS AND DEVICES. The examiner must search various subclasses within 
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this class in order to examine the features of claims 38 and 39 when they appear in the claims of 
Group 1. Consequently, it wonJdxiot impose an undue additional burden upon the examiner to search 
for those same features in the context of claims 38 and 39. 

Regarding the objection to claims 40-55, these claims are not multiple-dependency claims. 
The phrases "for use in apparatus according to claim merely identify the apparatus with which 
the claimed audio distribution unit is to interface. If the examiner wishes, the applicant is prepared 
to write the wording of the corresponding apparatus claim into each of claims 40-55, but it is 
submitted that there is no reason for examination to be withheld pending that being done. 

In view of the foregoing, the applicants respectfuUy request that the restriction requirement 
be withdrawn and all claims of record examined. 
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